Month-long Tamil Nadu Badminton Festival to
begin in May; TNBL season 3 to be a part of it
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(The 2013 winners of the TNBL)

Over the last couple of years, the sport of Badminton has come to the forefront in
India, in terms of both popularity and appeal.




The TNBL attracts top players from the all over India, especially the State of Tamil
Nadu, as well as from abroad. The TNBL is two seasons old now (2012 and 2013) and
this year is coming back as part of a much larger initiative backed by the TNBA.

May is traditionally one of the most brutal months in terms of the weather in India’s
southernmost state as the mercury soars, but this time the Badminton action promises
to be hotter as a month-long ‘Tamil Nadu Badminton Festival’ has been planned.
As against previously where the TNBL was an event in itself, it will now be a part of this
month-long celebration of the game of Badminton with the festival concluding with the
competition.

The festival will comprise of four major components:

1. A Badminton Talent Camp - aimed at encouraging people to pick up the sport,
especially students, and targeting various schools, colleges and corporates.

2. A Champions Development Camp - to be held across five venues in the State, it
is aimed at providing systematic coaching for the top students in the State.

3. An Inter - Corporate Tournament — a competition that will look at getting a
corporate associated with each team in the IBL.

4. The Tamil Nadu Badminton League

More on the TNBL

The TNBL was a concept hit upon by Aditya Elango and debuted in 2012 under the
auspices of the TNBA. The format is very similar to the one used in the IBL — five
matches in a tie viz. Men's Singles, Women'’s Singles, Men’s Doubles, Women'’s Doubles,
Mixed Doubles. If anything, it can be argued that the IBL’s format was inspired by that
of the TNBL. There is league stage where all the Teams play each other in a round-
robin format, followed by a knockout stage that takes place between the top four
Teams.

A total of six Teams battled for the crown with the Erode Eagles emerging victorious in
2012 while Dazzle Force claimed the trophy last year. The TNBL was the first league in
India to include foreign players while it also holds the unique distinction of being the
first to hold a Badminton match inside a Mall.

Live Telecast on National Television

The league will hit the screens too this time around as the league aims to popularize
the sport as well as the various parties that are supporting the game.



Matches in the Mall

After holding matches at the Express Avenue Mall in Chennai in the first edition, the
tournament had moved back indoors last year. This year, the TNBL returns to the Mall,
with the matches scheduled to be held at the Forum Mall in Chennai. TNBL has tied up
with Forum Vijaya Mall to be the official mall partners.

(The 2012 Edition of the TNBL held at Express Avenue Mall in Chennai)

Participation of only international and national players

Officials associated with the League are going all out to try and rope in some of the
Country’s Top Badminton Stars (Top 20) as well as Top Foreign Stars, as they attempt
to grow the profile of the event.

The Tamil Nadu Badminton Festival will go on through the entire month of May, while
the TNBL - 3 Edition for professionals will be held between 26th May 2014 and 1st June
2014 at The Forum Mall at Vadapalani, Chennai.

This latest expansion in the scope of the TNBA augurs well for the sport and also goes
to show the kind of following and popularity that the sport has gained in the last few
years. Ultimately, it's about taking the game to the masses in order to enable them to
connect with the players and the sport and this year’s installment of the TNBL along
with the mega Badminton festival will go a long way in ensuring that.




